JAPAN MUST FIGHT BRITAIN
begin under these conditions—those of the first case in
Chapter X, section i—England could look forward to the
decisive action without misgivings, in spite of her shortage
of lighter ships. But our diplomats are much too prudent to
mismanage in this manner, and the circumstances in which
war would break out are far more likely to be those of either
Case (ii) or Case (Hi). I will try to forecast the result in
Case (ii) : that is, when the superior British Fleet is in the
Indian Ocean on its way east at the outbreak of war.
(2) Attack on Australia by the Japanese Fleet
With the outbreak of war Japan would, we may suppose,
descend on Hongkong and Singapore like a thunderbolt
and capture them. But there are other British possessions
within range of attack by the Japanese Fleet; British Borneo
and Australia, for instance, would be dealt with.
Attack on Australia.
Japan could not attempt to occupy Australia or New
Zealand until she had destroyed the British Fleet and gained
command of. the sea. Until the anticipated decisive action
in the South China Sea had been fought, she would have to
be content with bombarding from the sea or bombing from
the air parts of those countries, in the hope of destroying
public works and of intimidating the people. Considerations
of distance would confine such attacks to the north, and limit
other naval operations to those possible to submarines.
Sydney, which is the chief naval port and which may be
described as the brains of Australia, would be a most useful
place to attack. But it would take ten days to get there, and
the Japanese Fleet lying in wait for a powerful enemy coming
east across the Indian Ocean would be very rash, if not utterly
foolish, to attempt it. Cities like Sydney and Melbourne on
the east and south coasts would, then, be open to attack
by submarines only, and we could not expect to do them much
damage. On the other hand, the north coast is well within
range of our Fleet, which could deliver its attack and with-
draw at its-leisure to expect that of the east-bound British
Fleet. I will now describe a possible attack on Australia
at the beginning of the war.

